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“Hold Tight!” 
Friends, 

It was nice to finally get some good news this 
week. A man was rescued 90 miles off the coast 
of Florida after his 32-foot boat capsized.  The 
man was found after clinging to the bow of his 
boat (the only part still above water) for three 
days. 

During this first week of Advent we think about 
hope. One of the verses that speaks to me is 
Hebrews 10:23. “So now we must cling tightly to 
the hope that lives within us, knowing that God always keeps his promises!” I can picture 
this man, in the middle of a very large ocean, knowing his GPS is underwater and that his 
chances of being rescued are very slim, clinging tightly to his boat and to hope. He knows 
that if he lets go of either one, he is a goner.   

When the angel came to Mary with news that she would give birth to the Son of God, Mary 
needed something to cling to. The angel reassured Mary with these words, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.” (Luke 1:30) The shepherds came to the 
manger to worship the Christ child and repeated the message of the angels. The Bible 
points out, “Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” (Luke 
2:19) 

Mary must have clung tightly to the promises of God when Herod threatened to kill her 
baby boy. She must have held them tightly when Simeon prophesied, “And a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.” When people were saying that Jesus had a demon and when 
she watched him hanging to a cross, it was hope that kept Mary’s head above the waters 
of despair. 

Whatever storms threaten to capsize you, whatever sharks surround you, no matter how 
far you feel from anyone else, cling to the hope that you are loved by God. Hold tightly to 
the assurance that He always keeps his promises. Treasure the comfort of knowing 
Immanuel, God is with us. 

By the way the cargo ship that rescued the man off the Florida coast was named 
“Angeles.” That’s Spanish for Angels! 
 

 


