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Hunkered Down Homilies 

“Moving Forward” 
Friends, 

I was talking with some friends this week 
about New Years traditions regarding 
food. The discussion covered collard 
greens (cabbage head collards or leafy 
collards), black-eyed peas (dry peas you 
soak overnight or canned) and 

meats. Everyone was agreed that you have to have some type of pork product on 
New Years Day.  It may be ham hocks, fried fatback or honey-baked ham, but it 
definitely has to be from a pig. No one, however, could really explain why. 

Then I learned the answer from a television show.  You cannot have chicken on New 
Years Day because chickens can walk backwards. No one wants to be walking 
backwards on New Years Day, especially when we finally have 2020 in the rear-view 
mirror.  Pigs, on the other hand, only walk forward. I have not yet verified this with my 
pig-farmer friends in Duplin County but I like the reasoning.   

We should be able to look back at 2020 to learn from our struggles, to acknowledge 
God’s faithfulness and to grieve our losses. If we can see how God has sustained us; 
if we can recognize the ways He has “worked all things together for good;” if we can 
see His grace in unanswered prayers; then we can enter this new year with 
confidence that God will be with us no matter what circumstances we face. 

But we do not need to dwell in the past. When God sent Lot and his family out of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, Lot’s wife kept looking over her shoulder at what she was 
leaving behind. She turned into a pillar of salt – frozen in that spot and unable to 
move on. 

As Moses faced the future of leading the Israelites through the wilderness, he told 
God, “If You don’t go with us, I’m not going anywhere!” (Exodus 33:15 Baldwin 
translation)  God responded, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”  

As long as God goes with us, we can keep on moving forward. 
 

 


