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Hunkered Down Homilies 

“Peace” 
Friends, 

One of our favorite Christmas decorations is 
the nativity set pictured above. It was hand 
made by an artist in Honduras and carries 
lots of good memories of mission trips we 
made there. 

This nativity also carries with it a particular theology that rubs me wrong if I get too picky. 
You will notice that all of the wise men are on one side and the shepherd is on the other. 
They are one-sided figures so they cannot be rearranged to mingle a little better. 

My sister and I had an ongoing debate over this when we were little. I would set up our 
plastic nativity figures with the wise men on one side and the shepherds on the other. 
She would come behind me and mix them all together. I would argue, “They came from 
different cultures and religious backgrounds and would never sit side-by-side.” She 
argued, “They came to see Jesus. That was far more important than where they came 
from.” 

I understand the chronological questions about the Wise Men and shepherds being at 
the manger together. Still, the underlying message of the Christmas story is clear. 
People that you would never expect to be invited are front and center in the narrative. 
These are the ones who heard the angels’ message and who followed the star. Jesus is 
the common ground that brings us all together.   

Paul said it this way, “For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility… He came and preached peace to 
those who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both 
have access to the Father by one Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:14-18) 

That is a message we need to hear today in our world polarized by political, theological 
and moral differences. Instead of focusing on where we stand on issues (which puts us 
on opposite sides), we need to focus on the One who brings us together. There is 
common ground upon which we can stand when we are worshipping the new-born king. 

Don’t tell my sister I said so, but she was right all along. 

 


