
 

January 1 – “New Year”  |  A Word from Jim Everette 
 

Standing just inside the threshold of a new year, I am led to a passage of scripture that I pray will be 
our mantra for 2021. 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of 
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you (Colossians 3:12-13). 

Every one of those words sound good in theory, and I can’t picture a more attractive set of virtues 
for us as a church, but they are extremely hard for me to live out. They may be for you, also. 

God’s word calls each of us to clothe ourselves in an identity that transcends our differences. Before 
anything else, we are created in the image of God and are dearly loved by God. 

Our identity as God’s children and followers of Jesus Christ comes with particular attitudes: 

• compassion — a state of caring for the needs of others 
• kindness — a warmhearted, gracious disposition 
• humility — a humble opinion of ourselves 
• gentleness — restraint that seeks the good of others 
• patience — a willingness to suffer without being easily provoked 

All of these reflect our Lord and go against how we tend to operate when exasperated. All are 
consistent with who God has called us to be. Through our devotion to prayer and discipline, the 
Holy Spirit will help us live out these qualities in 2021. 

These virtues not only shape our attitudes, but our actions as well. When we cultivate these 
integrities, we will “bear with” one another and forgive each other when we, and they, get it wrong 
and disappoint, just as Jesus does for us. 

Our nation has been in a season of deep division and sharp opinions for some time now and it only 
makes sense that some of this division could begin to infiltrate our church. Sadly, some people 
could begin to avoid their friends who see the world differently. Fortunately, our commitment to 
Christ and love for our church unites us, and that matters more than a difference of opinion. Each of 
us desperately needs the grace and forgiveness of Christ, and He calls us to forgive as He forgives 
us. I hope to be a closer follower of Jesus in the days to come and a more consistent example of the 
character of the Christ that calls me to be his light in the darkness. I know our church can be. It will 
take the Spirit’s power and a lot of obedience, but the result will be something beautiful that reflects 
Emmanuel, God with us. I look forward to being a part of all the good that God is going to continue 
doing in us and through us every day. 

 Hopeful!            


